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THE TRANSITION TO STANDARDS-BASED GRADING
John Blumenreich and Leah Nillas*
Educational Studies, Illinois Wesleyan University

Research Questions

• What are the benefits of using
standards-based grading? How
do I integrate standards-based
grading into a mathematics
classroom?
• Standards-Based Grading is a
method of assessing students by
determining different levels of
achievement (Marzano, 2010).

Literature Review

Methodology

• Participants were 46 honors precalculus and 38
relearn geometry students in a high school.
• Standards-based grading was used to assess
students throughout the semester.
• Data sources collected include students’ graded
summative assessments, a general grading rubric,
and students’ survey results on standards-based
grading.
• A theoretical framework was used to examine
standards-based grading, a new method of
assessment.

• Standards-based grading allows
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became more positive by the end of the semester.

Results and Data Analysis

• Quantitative data listed in Table 1 is
consistent with Clymer and Wiliam’s
(2006) research which suggests
that students being assessed under
a standards-based grading system
demonstrate deeper understanding
of different learning objectives.
• The data from Table 2 suggests that
students became comfortable with
and favored standards-based
grading after one semester.
• Triangulation of content-analyzed
data demonstrates the usefulness of
standards-based grading in
classroom assessment.
• Iamarino (2014) argues that
standards-based grading focuses on
comprehension and quality of work
versus points-based grading.

Conclusion

• Findings suggest several benefits to
standards-based grading and
different ways to go about
implementing this grading system
into the classroom.
• Standards-based grading positively
impacts the way students
demonstrate their levels of
understanding.
• Future research is needed in other
classes of all disciplines to further
support the findings of this study.

